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REMARKS 

The present Amendment amends claims 1-26. Therefore, the present 
application has pending claims 1-26. 
Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because it contains embedded hyperlinks and/or 
other forms of browser-executable code. However, it should be noted that page 15, 
line 18 of the specification does not contain a hyperlink as asserted by the Examiner. 
It appears that the Examiner intended to cite page 18, line 18. Accordingly, where 
appropriate, Applicants have amended the specification to delete the hyperlinks. 
Therefore, Applicants submit that this rejection should be reconsidered and 
withdrawn. 

35 use §101 Rejections 

Claims 20-24 stand rejected under 35 USC §101 as being directed to non- 
statutory subject matter. The Examiner alleges that the claims are directed only to a 
program, which is not statutory. Applicants submit that claims 20-24, as now more 
clearly recited, are directed to statutory subject matter. Therefore, reconsideration 
and withdrawal of this objection are respectfully requested. 
^Fi USC 6 inP Rejections 

Claims 1-26 stand rejected under 35 USC §1 02(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 6,226.618 to Downs, et al. ("Downs"). This rejection is traversed for 
the following reasons. Applicants submit that the features of the present invention, 
as now more clearly recited in claims 1-26, are not taught or suggested by Downs, 
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whether taken Individually or in combination with any of the other references of 
record. Therefore, Applicants respectfully request the Examiner to reconsider and 

withdraw this rejection. 

Amendments were made to the claims to more clearly describe the features of 
the present invention. Specifically, amendments were made to the claims to more 
clearly describe that the present invention is directed to a content control method, 
content control system, computer program product, content transmitting apparatus, 
and content receiving apparatus as recited, for example, in independent claims 1. 9. 

13, 16,20, and 22. 

The present Invention, as recited in independent claim 1 , and as similarly 
recited In independent claims 9. 13. 16. 20. and 22. provides a content control 
method for controlling a process on a receiving side apparatus, which is applied to 
contents transmitted from a transmitting side apparatus to the receiving side 
apparatus. The method includes a step of adding first control information to a block 
of content transmitted from the transmitting side apparatus to the receiving side 
apparatus. The first control information specifies conditions for permitting processes 
to be applied to the block of content. This feature is illustrated, for example, in Fig. 
5, which shows the first control information including processes and corresponding 
conditions that indicate what level of user or transmission source is permitted to 
apply the process to the content. Other exemplary conditions are described on page 
23, line 1 9 to page 26. line 1 2. The method also includes a step of receiving a 
process designation relating to the content transmitted from the transmitting side 
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apparatus to the receiving side apparatus. Second control information is stored in 
the receiving side apparatus, and the second control information specifies conditions 
for applying processes to the content (see, e.g.. page 40. line 7 to page 41 . line 12 
(step 804)). If the condition specified by the second control information satisfies the 
condition specified by the first control information, the method performs a step of 
applying the process corresponding to the process designation to the received block 
of the content. The prior art does not disclose all of these features. 

The above described features of the present invention, as now more clearly 
recited in the claims, are not taught or suggested by any of the references of record, 
particularly Downs, whether taken individually, or in combination with the other 

references of record. 

Downs discloses an electronic content delivery system. However, there is no 
teaching or suggestion in Downs of the content control method, content control 
system, computer program product, content transmitting apparatus, and content 
receiving apparatus of the present invention, as recited in the claims. 

Downs' electronic content delivery system securely provides data to a user's 
system. The data is encrypted such that the data can only be decrypted by a data 
decrypting key. The data decrypting key is encrypted using a first public key. and 
the encrypted data is accessible to the user's system. As described in column 22, 
linelO to column 10. line 24 of Downs, the content provider(s) use a license 
watermark to embed data in the content. The embedded data may include the 
content identifier, content owner, and other information, such as the publication data 
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and geographic distribution region. This watermark is referred to as the copyright 
watermark. Upon reception, the end-user device watermarks the copy of the content 
with the content purchaser's name and the transaction ID, and with other information 
such as the data of license and usage conditions. This watermark is referred to as 
the license watermark. Any copy of the content, obtained in an authorized manner 
or not, and subject to audio processing that preserves the content quality, carries the 
copyright and license watermarks. In this way. Downs discloses a system that 
enables usages of the content to be traced so as to deter piracy. More specifically, 
Downs disclose a watermark system and method for tracking electronic content 
transactions and delivery of content to prevent illegal piracy. 

On the other hand, in the present invention, the receiving side apparatus 
stores conditions for processing the content transmitted from the transmitting side 
apparatus, and the condition related to the process requested by the process 
designation is compared with the condition added to the block of the content. When 
the relevant condition stored in the receiving side apparatus satisfies the condition 
added to the block of the content, the process requested by the process designation 

is applied to the content. 

Specifically, one feature of the present invention, as recited in claim 1 and as 
similarly recited in claims 9, 1 3, 1 6. 20, and 22. includes a step of adding first control 
information to a block of content transmitted from the transmitting side apparatus to 
the receiving side apparatus. The first control information specifies conditions for 
permitting processes to be applied to the block of content. Downs does not disclose 
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this feature. Downs discloses adding watermarl<s to content. However, Downs does 
not disclose where these watermarks specify conditions for permitting processes to 
be applied to the block of content, as claimed. To the contrary, as described in 
column 22, lines 10 to 24, Downs discloses where the watermarks specify 
information such as content identifiers, content owner, publication date, geographic 
distribution region, date of license, and usage conditions. This information differs 
from specifying conditions for permitting processes to be applied to the block of 
content, as in the present invention. 

Another feature of the present invention includes a step of receiving a process 
designation regarding the content transmitted from the transmitting side apparatus to 
the receiving side apparatus. Second control information is stored in the receiving 
side apparatus, and the second control information specifies conditions for applying 
processes to the content. Downs does not disclose this feature. As previously 
discussed. Downs disclose where watermarks specify a variety of information, 
including usage conditions. However, the information specified does not include 
conditions for applying processes to the content. For example, usage condition 
relate to the conditions of using the content which is distinguished from the claimed 
conditions for applying processes to the content. 

Yet another feature of the present invention includes a step of applying the 
process corresponding to the process designation to the received block of content , if 
the condition specified by the second control information satisfies the condition of 
specified by the first control information. Downs does not disclose this feature. 
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Nonetheless, the Examiner cites column 1 1 , lines 45-48 to support the assertion that 
Downs discloses this feature. However, the cited text merely discloses that the end- 
user device processes the watermark each time the digital content is copied or 
played, manages the number of copies made in accordance with the digital content's 
usage conditions, and performs the copy to an external media or portable consumer 
device, if permitted. As described, the features of Downs are quite different from the 
claimed step of applying a process to a block of content, if the second control 
information condition satisfies the first control information condition. 

Therefore, Downs fails to teach or suggest "ftddinq firgt pontrol jnfQrnfiatipn tP 
a hlock of thp r-nntfint tran^^mitted from t hft tmnsmittinn side apparatus to the 
rPTftivinn side p p p«r;.t. wher e in ««iri first control information specifies conditions to 
p^rmrt nrncessep to annlied to th» hinrk nf the content" as recited in claim 1 , and 
as similarly recited in claims 9, 13, 16, 20, and 22. 

Furthermore, Downs fails to teach or suggest " receiving a process designation 
rnncernina the rnntent tran s mitteri from the transmitting side apparatgs to the 
rPTPivinn side ^ p p^raf.s, wh e r^^in ser^r^nd control infomfiation is stored in the 
r^^eivinn side ^pnarettis whirh rpn^ives the r nntpnt transmitted from the transmitting 
Qirie anoaratnc ««iri secon d nnntrni information specifying cf^ndifiQns to ^pply 
pr^occp^ tr> the contenf as recited in claim 1 , and as similarly recited in claims 9, 
13, 16, 20, and 22. 

Even further. Downs fails to teach or suggest " if the condition specified by the 
seror^d control information satisfies the condition specified hy the firgt cpntrpl 
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Information- applvina the process correspondin g to the process designation to the 
received block of the content" as recited in claim 1, and as similarly recited in claims 

9, 13. 16, 20, and 22. 

Therefore, Downs fails to teach or suggest the features of the present 
invention, as now more clearly recited in the claims. Accordingly, reconsideration 
and withdrawal of the 35 USC §1 02(e) rejection of claims 1-26 are respectfully 
requested. 

The remaining references of record have been studied. Applicants submit 
that they do not supply any of the deficiencies noted above with respect to the 
references used in the rejection of claims 1-26. 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarl<s, Applicants submit that 
claims 1-26 are in condition for allowance. Accordingly, early allowance of claims 1- 
26 is respectfully requested. 
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To the extent necessary. Applicants petition for an extension of time under 37 
CFR 1 .136. Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of 
this paper, including extension of time fees, or credit any overpayment of fees, to the 
deposit account of Mattingly, Stanger, Malur & Brundidge, P.C., Deposit Account No 
50-1417 (referencing attorney docket no. 500.41155X00). 



Respectfully submitted, 

MATTINGLY, STANGER, MALUR & BRUNDIDGE, P.C. 




Carl I. Brundidge 
Registration No. 29,621 
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